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General Marking Guidance 

  

  

• All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 

must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they 

mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 

rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than 

penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 

according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 

may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 

scheme should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 

Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the 

answer matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be 

prepared to award zero marks if the candidate’s response is not 

worthy of credit according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide 

the principles by which marks will be awarded and 

exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 

mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must 

be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  1  

 

Tar g et s:  AO1  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and com m unicate knowledge and 

understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods 

studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring concepts, as relevant , of 

cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, sim ilarit y, difference and significance. 

 

 AO3  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate, in relat ion to the historical context , 

difference ways in which aspects of the past  have been interpreted. 

 

Lev el  Mar k  Descr ip t o r  

 0  No rewardable m aterial. 

1  1 – 6  • Sim ple or generalised statem ents are m ade about  the view 

presented in the quest ion. 

• Som e accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  

lacks range and depth and does not  direct ly address the 

issue in the quest ion. 

• Judgem ent  on the view is assert ive, with lit t le support ing 

evidence. 

2  7 – 1 2  • Som e understanding of the issue raised by the quest ion is 

shown and analysis is at tem pted by describing som e points 

that  are relevant . 

• Most ly accurate knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range or 

depth and only has im plicit  links to issues relevant  to the 

quest ion. 

• A judgem ent  on the view is given, but  with lim ited support  

and the criteria for j udgem ent  are left  im plicit . 

3  1 3 – 1 8  • Understanding and som e analysis of the issue raised by the 

quest ion is shown by select ing and explaining som e key 

points of view that  are relevant . 

• Knowledge is included to dem onst rate som e understanding 

of the issues raised by the quest ion, but  m aterial lacks 

range or depth. 

• At tem pts are m ade to establish criteria for j udgem ent  on 

the view and to relate the overall judgem ent  to them , 

although with weak substant iat ion. 

4  1 9 – 2 5  • Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by 

analysing and explaining the issues of interpretat ion raised 

by the claim . 

• Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate 

understanding of the issues raised by the quest ion and to 

m eet  m ost  of it s dem ands. 

• Valid criteria by which the view can be judged are 

established and applied in the process of com ing to a 

judgem ent . Although som e of the evaluat ions m ay only be 

part ly substant iated, the overall j udgem ent  is supported. 

 

 

 

 



 

Opt ion 1A:  France in revolut ion, 1774–99  

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the taxat ion system  

was m ore significant  as a cause of discontent  in France, in the years before 1789, 

than corrupt ion at  court . 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The taxat ion system  was unfair, with the poorest  people in France paying 

the m ajorit y of the taxes, e.g. the nobilit y and the clergy were m ost ly 

exem pt  and this led to discontent    

• The inefficient  collect ion of taxes also led to discontent , e.g. there were 

regional inequalit ies, corrupt ion and resentm ent , and it  failed to raise the 

required revenues 

• At tem pts to int roduce tax reform  created host ilit y from  those m ost  heavily 

affected, e.g. propert y owners and office holders 

• There had been reform s m odifying corrupt ion at  court .  

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• Louis XVI ’s inabilit y to cont rol the court  and the excesses of those in it  led 

to crit icism  and fuelled popular discontent   

• The percept ion of Marie Antoinet te as im m oral, unprincipled, debauched 

and having gam bling debts was further evidence of court  corrupt ion and 

fuelled discontent , e.g. diam ond necklace incident    

• The resentm ent  of noble pat ronage, e.g. their plundering of the public 

purse fuelled discontent   

• The privileged posit ion of the Church and it s links with court  pat ronage led 

m any to believe it  was corrupt  and this led to discontent .    

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the reform  of the 

Church, by the Nat ional Assem bly, was m ore significant  than the int roduct ion of a 

new const itut ion. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The Nat ional Assem bly abolished t ithes, e.g. annates ( to the Pope)  and 

the don gratuit  ( the r ight  of the clergy to decide it s own taxat ion)  

significant ly changing how the Church operated 

• The Nat ional Assem bly im plem ented the Civil Const itut ion of the Clergy, 

which significant ly lim ited the power of the Pope, e.g. no longer allowed to 

confirm  bishops 

• The reform s of the Church turned into a st ruggle over authority and 

proved divisive, e.g. caused deep divisions throughout  France and 

alienated the King 

• The new const itut ion was theoret ical in nature and did stand the test  of 

t im e, e.g. changed in 1792 with the abolit ion of the m onarchy. 

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The reform  of the Church failed to find an acceptable solut ion to the 

relat ionship between the State and Church 

• The new const itut ion m ade the posit ion and power of the King very clear, 

e.g. while the King retained ‘suprem e power’, he only had a four-year veto 

on law, and an elected Nat ional Assem bly 

• The new const itut ion em powered ‘act ive cit izens’, e.g. m ales over the age 

of 25, who had the r ight  to vote in the first  stage of local and nat ional 

elect ions 

• The new const itut ion cont r ibuted to growing instabilit y as it s lim ited effect  

seem ed to favour the wealthy and bourgeois and this fuelled sans-  

culot tes grievance. 

 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

3 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the act ions of 

Robespierre had lit t le significance in causing The Terror in France in the years 

1793–94.  

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• Robespierre was not  elected to the Com m it tee of Public Safety unt il 27 

July and played no part  in the key events of 31 May to 2 June when the 

Terror began 

• French m ilitary defeats in the spring of 1793 caused a sense of dist rust  

and this led to the need for the Terror 

• Counter- revolut ionary plots also caused a sense of m ist rust  and this led to 

the Terror  

• The role of other m em bers of the Com m it tee of Public Safety, e.g. Collot  

d’Herbois and Billaud-Varenne in init iat ing the Terror.  

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated.  

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• Robespierre’s period of m axim um  influence coincides with the m axim um  

intensity of the Terror, e.g. the Law Prair ial  

• Robespierre played a m ajor role in the fall of the Girondins as counter-

revolut ionaries and had m any im prisoned and executed  

• Robespierre joined the Com m it tee of Public Safety, which increasingly 

directed the Terror   

• The fall of Robespierre coincided with the ending of the Terror.  

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

4 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive 

content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all 

the m aterial that  is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on whether the Directory had 

m ore success in dealing with external threats than it  did in dealing with internal 

threats. 

The evidence support ing the given view should be analysed and evaluated. 

Relevant  points m ay include:  

• France had entered Spain and signed a peace t reaty, which led to an 

alliance between the two count ries in October 1796 and this st rengthened 

and secured France’s border with Spain 

• Aust rian arm ies were defeated in Piedm ont  and Mantua, and this led to a 

favourable peace t reaty between France and Aust r ia 

• I n  1798 France seized Switzerland and created the Helvet ic Republic, 

which annexed Geneva to France, and the acquisit ion of the left  bank of 

the Rhine further st rengthened France’s eastern border  

• The Directory was unable to tackle the bit ter division over religion. 

 

The evidence countering or m odifying the given view should be analysed and 

evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

• The Directory was successful for  four years in checking threats posed by 

the radical left  and the royalist  r ight  

• The Directory represented a balance between radical and conservat ive 

elem ents and prevented the threat  of anarchy or tyranny  

• The Directory crushed the revolt  in the Vendée 

• Britain rem ained an undefeated enem y, which allowed for the form at ion of 

the Second Coalit ion against  France, which included Russia. 

 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 


